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THE MEXICAN BROMELIAD WEEVIL

Mexican bromeliad weevil, 
Metamasius callizona

The Mexican bromeliad weevil, 
Metamasius callizona, is an 
invasive bromel iad-eat ing 
weev i l i n F lo r ida tha t i s 
destroying native bromeliad 
populations.  The weevil is from 
Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize.  
It came to Florida on shipments 
of ornamental bromeliads, and 
in 1989 it was discovered on 
ornamental bromeliads in a 
grower’s greenhouse.  It was 
too late to eradicate the weevil 
because it had already become 
established on native bromeliad 
populations. Since 1989, the 
weevil has spread throughout 
Central and South Florida. 

The Mexican 
bromeliad weevil 
has four life stages.  
The larva is the life 
stage that kills the 
bromeliad.


